
 
100 E. Webster St. 

Mt. Pleasant, IA 52641 
 

Church Office  
319-385-4920 

 
Email -  

fbchurch@iowatelecom.net 

 
Pastor’s email 

fbcregan@iowatelecom.net 

 
Office Hours 

8-12 M-Th 
 

Pastor’s Hours 
9-12 & 1-4 M-Th 

 

How to Reach Us 

First Baptist Church 

100 E. Webster St. 

Mt. Pleasant, IA 52641 

 
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

Great News 

   August 2011 

First Baptist Church Mt. Pleasant 

Rev. Regan Stoops, Pastor 

www.firstbaptistmp.com 

 

 A church is the one building in the world that 
exists more for the people on the outside of it, 

than for those on the inside.” 
 
That’s one of my favorite quotes.  I don’t 
even know who originally said it, but I’ve 
heard my dad say it for years.  I posted it 
online last week as a reminder of what 
we’re about and my brother shrewdly 
pointed out that a prison fits the same crite-
ria.   
 
But if that statement is true, our churches 
haven’t been living that way.  For the most 
part, the church in America has been inter-
nally focused rather than externally focused.  
We’ve made programs for us, planned wor-
ship around what we like, and guarded 
against the outside world.  And to some de-
gree that’s necessary.  We are warned to 
not embrace the values of the world around 
us, but to remain true to God’s values in-
stead.  And it’s important that we do wor-
ship together and grow in our relationships 
with Jesus, so programs and worship services 
serve those purposes.  But if we look at the 
life of Jesus and His disciples, we see that 
His relationship with them was for a greater 
purpose.  He didn’t spend time with those 12 
men so that they alone would be changed.  
He was preparing them to be His hands and 
feet in the world. 
 
So going by Jesus’ example of ministry, we 
do focus internally to grow and equip God’s 
church so that we all can go out and show 
and tell the Gospel of Jesus.   

Do you remember “Show and Tell”?  Back in 
early grades we had the chance to take 
things that were important to us and show 
them to our class and explain their signifi-
cance.  It’s a great model because others get 
the chance to experience those items.  But our 
churches have spent hundreds of years just 
telling about Jesus and rarely showing.  The 
few examples of radical “showing” are no-
ticeable: people like Mother Theresa, who 
gave up everything to serve the poor.  While 
I’m sure she had much to say about Jesus, it 
was her actions that changed the lives of 
thousands. 
 
So how do we show and tell in our commu-
nity?  I think the answer to that is service.  We 
go out and serve our community with no re-
gard for receiving credit or adding to the 
numbers in our sanctuary on Sunday morning.  
Instead, we serve because we are called to 
serve, and we show the love of Christ by liv-
ing out His love for people in this community.   
 
This fall we are going all in on being exter-
nally focused.  We’ll be going through The 
Externally Focused Life in worship, small 
groups, and Sunday School; and we’ll be 
taking it from the classroom and sanctuary to 
the streets and homes of Mt. Pleasant.  You 
need to plan to be here for this important 
training beginning in September.  Let’s Show 
and Tell the Gospel together. 

Out and About 



Dear Loved Ones, 

     Greeting. At 12: 34 PM our Haitian time, we arrived home this Saturday July 24, 2011 with a brand new 

Nissan Diesel. This new tool of evangelism, the instrument to help reach out to the helpless of our society, is 

really the fruit of your love, your support to our ministries in this Island of Haiti. We feel now liberated and 

free to help those in remote and difficult places we would not otherwise be able to reach. 

     We associate our voice to the voices of those we will be able to touch and say a big THANK YOU for help-

ing purchase this vehicle. We are not taking this new equipment for granted because we know that you gave 

out of your love and you have make some major sacrifices in order to have us reach to others in need. 

     Again, MESI AMPIL AMPIL. Thank you very much. 

 

Yours in Haiti, 

 

Nzunga & Kihomi 

 

 

 

Dear Supporters, 

     This is a wonderful day of answered prayer.  The lack of a vehicle was their greatest need in a country that 

traveling is difficult under the best of circumstances.  Now they can take their ministry of teaching and helping 

in the name of our Lord to all of Haiti.  Thank you to all who heard God’s whispering to them about this need 

and acted.  God will be glorified! 

 

Blessings, 

 

Dennis Shewell 

Mission Partnership Team Communications Advocate and Convener 

Nzunga and Kihomi Ministry 

E-mail: jdshewell@hughes.net 

Phone: 812-569-1352 

 

                   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer Concerns List 
      If you have someone you would 
like to put on the Prayer Concern List 
please call the church office with the 
information—even if you have men-
tioned it to the Pastor.  The individual 
will be put on the list for a maximum of 
a month, unless the office is notified of 
a request to extend it.  Also, let the 
office know of the individual’s address 
so a card of encouragement from the 
congregation and Pastor can be sent 
to them.  When an update of the indi-
vidual is available please inform the 
office so it can be passed on to the 
congregation.   

 
    AUGUST NURSERY WORKERS 
 

       Babies    Toddlers            Preschool 
  

  7th      Mersihda   Amber               Beth 

                                     Kenzie 

 

14th         Sheryl           Judy                  Carolyn 

                                     Kayleigh 

 

21st          Tena             Diana                Maxie 

 

28th          Judy             Melissa             Deb 

                 Kayleigh                               Brandi 

FOREST LAKE CAMP WISH LIST 

 Digital projector for A/V system 

 Lawnmower (4 x 4) 

 Tractor 

 Pickup truck (4 x 4) preferably with 

blade 

 Chapel carpet 

 4 x 4 ATV 

 Tables 

 Chairs 

 Pine Cabin Renovation 

              - Bed 

              - Carpet 

              - Loft 

 Television (for DVD) 

><><><><><>< 
 
With Deepest Sympathy  ~~~~ 
   The Don Sammons family 
         (Ron Septer’s brother-in-law) 
    The Urban Rost Family 
         (Cindy Dorrell’s father) 
    The Hazel Van Winkle family 
 
We have also received word that Rev. 
James Troxel passed away June 23rd. 
Rev. Troxel was the pastor here from 
1956-1967 and was instrumental in 
the construction of our present church 
building. 

Old Fashion Hymn Sing 

And Jam Session 
 

The Missions Team in-

vites you to an Old  

Fashion Hymn Sing and 

Jam Session on Sunday, 

August 14, beginning at 

6:30 pm in the Fellowship Hall.  

Homemade Ice Cream will be 

served.  A freewill offering will be 

taken to benefit 

Forest Lake Camp. 

WELCOME ~~~~~~ 
    On Tuesday, July 19, at the Quar-
terly Business meeting, the following 
persons were heartily welcomed into 
membership of FBC after being nomi-
nated and voted on. 
   Anthony Lentz 
   Sheldon Lentz 
   Brandi Simmons 
   David Bale 
   Karilyn Bale 
   Zachary Carel 
   Dakota Latcham 
 
 

><><><><>><><>< 
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 THE FELLOWSHIP CUP 

 

Old Threshers Volunteers are needed as gate workers beginning Monday, August 29-

Monday, September 5. 

  - Call the office to sign up for a four hour shift 

  - Volunteers working 12 hours receive free wristband 

Old Threshers is The Fellowship Cup’s main fundraiser.  By working a four hour shift, 

you help purchase 223 pounds of food for the community. 

 

Food Pantry distribution continues to grow.  Comparing June 2010 to June 2011 The Fel-

lowship Cup served 316 more individuals.  Volunteers are needed on Thursdays to help 

give out food. 

 

As of July 18, the community has served 5332 Summer Sacks to children of Mt. Pleas-

ant, Wayland, Salem and New London.  Volunteer drivers are still needed from 11:00-

11:45, Monday-Friday. 

 

The Fellowship Cup is always seeking donations of 

 - Recycled plastic shopping bags—need 1,000 a week 

 - Free garden produce for distribution on Thursdays 

 - Volunteer’s Time 

 

Quarter Maybe More Store provides clothing at a quarter to the community.   

Volunteers are needed to 

 - Help hang clothes 

 - Process donations 

 - Straighten the sales floor 

Three hour shifts are available Monday-Saturday.  Proceeds from the QMMS help pur-

chase food for our community.  Contact Vicki to serve @ 385-3262. 

 

Back to School Supplies are needed to help students start school well.  Families are al-

ready calling to receive supplies.  Please support a drive in your small group or Sunday 

School class to help kids in our own backyards.  Supplies are being collected at The Fel-

lowship Cup to be distributed with the help of the school district. 

 

The Fellowship Cup is very flexible to fit your schedule.  Regular—once a week—

volunteers provide consistency. 

 

Please email  -  volunteer@thefellowshipcup.org  

or call Melisa at the Fellowship Cup @ 385-3242  

Thank you VBS workers!!  We 

had a great week – thank you 

for showing Jesus to the chil-

dren of Mt. Pleasant!!!  
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August Anniversaries  

  

 

 

 

 

August Communion 
 Preparer: Mersihda Dyer 

      Servers:  Stan Ross, Don Upton   

                     Diana Upton & Ted Ogier        

Please inform the church office of 
any birthday or anniversary  

additions or corrections.  

August 2011 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 
  7:00 pm Reach Team 

2 
10:00 am Coffee Hour 
                   @ Tazza Bella 
11:30 am Ladies Lunch 
                  @ Jerry’s 
                   Restaurant 
  7:00 pm Deacons Mtg. 

3 4 
10:00 am Prayer Mtg. 
  4:00 pm Praise Team 
                   Practice 
  7:00 pm Seekers Circle 
 

5 6 

7 
   9:15 am Sunday School 
10:30 am Worship & 
                   Communion 

8 
  7:00 pm Missions Team 
                   Mtg. 
  7:00 pm Reach Team 

9 
10:00 am Coffee Hour 
                   @ Tazza Bella 
  1:30 pm Women’s Bible 
                   Study @ 
                   SunnyBrook 
  7:00 pm Worship Team 
                   Mtg. 

10 
  6:45 pm BYG 

11 
10:00 am Prayer Mtg. 
  4:00 pm Praise Team 
                   Practice 
  5:30 pm F.U.T.U.R.E. 
 

 
 

12 13 
  2:00 pm Myers in 
                  Fellowship Hall 

14 
   9:15 am Sunday School 
10:30 am Worship  
  6:30 pm Old Fashion 
                   Hymn Sing & 
                   Jam Session 

15 
  7:00 pm Reach Team 

16 
10:00 am Coffee Hour 
                   @ Tazza Bella 
  6:00 pm Trustees Mtg. 
  7:00 pm Leadership 
                   Team Mtg. 

17 
    6:45 pm BYG 

18 
10:00 am Prayer Mtg. 
  4:00 pm Praise Team 
                   Practice 
  7:00 pm Link Circle 

19 20 
  8:00 am Men’s  
                   Breakfast 

21 
   9:15 am Sunday School 
10:30 am Worship  
 
 
Baptisms @ Forest Lake 
Camp 

22 
12:00 pm Newsletter 
                  Deadline 
  7:00 pm Reach Team 

 
 

23 
10:00 am Coffee Hour 
                   @ Tazza Bella 
  1:30 pm Women’s Bible 
                   Study @ 
                   SunnyBrook 
  7:00 pm Outreach Team 
                   Mtg. 

24 
    6:45 pm BYG 

25 
10:00 am Prayer Mtg. 
  4:00 pm Praise Team 
                   Practice 
   5:30 pm F.U.T.U.R.E. 

26 27 
  1:00 pm Aplara in 
                  Fellowship Hall 

28 
   9:15 am Sunday School 
10:30 am Worship  

29 
  7:00 pm Reach Team 

30 
10:00 am Coffee Hour 
                   @ Tazza Bella 

31 
    6:45 pm BYG 

   

Kelly Upton             5 

Kris Kreutner            8 

Brittanie Anderson      9 

Nathan Howard               9 

Jana Crull            11 

Ida Belle Morris      12 

Cliff Hunsaker               14 

Lisa Meeker            17 

Andrea Glick              18 

Marcelene Jordan      19 

Sully Scott            21 

Jim Arnold            22 

Carol Collett       22 

Sally McKim            22 

Kenzie Scott           22 

Pastor Regan Stoops      24 

Makenzie Crull           29 

Amber Scott           30            

Carson Stoops               30 

Merlin & Marilee Donnolly     4 

Jeremy & Amy Mullenix    7 

Jim & Donna Upton    12 

Jon & Lindsey Myers            20 

Kris & Tina Kreutner            26  


