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Great News

January 2010

Keep Peddling...

Whew [ was a kid, our church spent the
first weekend of the summer in Min-
nesota camping and bicycling on a 40
wmile long bike trail. BY middle school,
my friends and ( were able to take off
on our own with our bikes for a day’s
worth of exercise and actventure. \We
would spend the day riding from town
to town till hitting the end of the trail
35 miles away, only to turn around
and come back. Along the way | re-
member one very specific hill. This one
hill was both exhilarating anad horrible
depending on which side we were on.
And if we had any chance of making
it to the top, we had to just keep going
wo matter how hara it got. There was a
hugge Loss of dignity if one of us had to
stop ano walk our bikes up so we just
kept peddling till we got to the top. No
coasting.

While | want to use this as an anology
for our chureh, | am ecstatic to say that
it falls short. while | feel Like we're
reaching a wmountaintop as we see new
people coming forward to join, be bap-
tized, and dedicate children; it’s amaz-
bng to think that we are no where near

the helghts that God is wanting to take
us. But much like biking up a hill, no
watter how high we get, we must keep
peddling. It's so easy to want to coast
in January after Christmas is over and
the weather continues to be dreary, but
we must be diligent in seeking Goa’s
continued vision for us tn the new
year.

Owne year at our “biking/camping
weekend” a friend and | rode a tandem
bike for our 70 mile trip. This was a
great choice as we could take turns in
control while sharing the hard work.
This January 'm going to need Your
help and willingness to “take the han-
dlebars” sometinmes as | go through
surgery and treatment for thyrotd
cancer. But most of all we all must
keep pedadling.

Let’s contlnue to pra Yy, plan, and fol-
low Jesus in the coming year. 'm ex-
citedly anticipating what God will do

n 2010.
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FINANCIAL PEACE
UNIVERSITY

Classes will begin Sunday, January 10, at
6:30 pm in the sanctuary and run for 13
weeks. These classes will help you un-
derstand all the principles associated with
sound personal finance. Ask anyone who
has attended these classes; they will tell
you that it is well worth it. The cost is
just $100 per family for the class materi-
als and scholarships are available. Even
if you missed the preview class you are
still welcome to attend these classes.
Free childcare will be provided for all
classes. For more information please
contact Pastor Regan at 385-4920.

Quarterly Business Meeting
Sunday, January 24

A potluck will be held right after the
worship service with the Business
meeting following the meal.

Annual Reports will be handed out at
the meeting.

Please remember to hand in your re-
port to the office by January 10.
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Addresses:

Joe Dorrell

Mediapolis Residential Care Facility
142 N. Orchard

Mediapolis, IA 52637

Robert E. Millett

The Grand Victorian of Pekin
2700 South 14th St.

Pekin, IL 61554
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F.U.T.U.R.E
(Friends Uniting To Understand,
Recognize & Embrace)

This is a community strengthening event
to create friendships and get to know
people in your community.

Held 2nd & 4th Thursday
at the
First Baptist Church
5:30—7:30pm
A Free Meal is Served.
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At present, the Forest Lake Camp Ministry team consists of the following

members:

Daryl Cox— Cambria

Larry Graves— Des Moines
Marshal Peters (Treasurer) - Region
Charlie Vande Noord —Ottumwa

Deran DeLong —Washington

Tim Patterson —Keokuk

Regan Stoops—Mt. Pleasant

Laurie Woody (Secretary) - Fairfield

Don Bramschreiber (Chairperson) - Ottumwa
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WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY

A Wednesday Bible Study will again be offered beginning,
Wednesday, January 13. Cindy Dorrell will be leading it and
would like your input on what time to hold it. The two options
are 4:45pm or 7:00pm. If you are interested, please let Cindy
know which time you prefer.

DEACON OF THE MONTH
Jim Arnold was born in Memphis, MO,
then moved with his family to Burlington,
then to a farm near Oakland Mills where he
attended a country school, then on to Mt.
Pleasant when he was in third grade and
where he graduated from high school.

Jim has had many jobs in his career. He
worked in the Iris restaurant kitchen while
in high school, and at the Ford garage and
Hayworth Motors; at the MHI Power-
house, and Martin Rambler garage. As you
might guess, Jim knows cars. He then
went to work in 1961 for Colonial Bread
Company as a route salesman, delivering
bakery products to schools and grocery
stores for 32 years. Jim was drafted into
the army for two years right after Viet
Nam started, serving in Korea.

Jim’s mother attended church and en-
couraged Jim to do a good deed every day,
something Jim aspires to even now. His
wife, Cora, attended First Baptist when
Jim Troxel was pastor and they were mar-
ried by him. However, Jim did not attend
church at that time. Jim and Cora have
two sons and two grandsons and are very
actively involved with the children and
grandchildren.

Jim was agreeable to Cora attending
church but had no desire to attend himself.
Men from the church called on the couple
from time to time but Jim says he managed
to avoid them. But, finally, two of the
Baptist men caught him at home in his
easy chair and went over with him a book-
let used in visitation at that time called
“Four Spiritual Laws” which witnessed

that: 1. We have all sinned; 2. Jesus
died on the cross to save us from our
sin; 3. Believe in your heart that Jesus
died in your place, and 4. Confess Jesus
as Savior with your mouth.

Then, Jim says he knew doing a
good deed every day was not enough to
save you and he accepted God’s salva-
tion in 1972 and his entire family was
baptized at that time and joined our
church. He says that Jesus is the
bridge between God the Father and us.

Jim has held offices in this church
through the years, as a deacon, trustee
and he helps people in various ways
continually. He is serving again as a
deacon and says he enjoys his adult
Sunday School class and Bible Study,
and enjoys the discussions they have in
the class.

Thank you, Irene, for the Deacon of the
Month submissions that you have writ-
ten for the newsletter this past year.
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January Birthdays
Irene Boal 3
Brooke Priesman 9
Mersihda Dyer 13
Jean Van Syoc 13

Dave Henessee 14
Tina Kreutner 16
Nhoth Myers 18
Gerry Barton 19
Bessie Smith 23

Mansel Beavers 27
Kayleigh Septer 30

January Anniversaries
Paul & Jeanne Olson
Richard & Rama Dorothy
Tom & Mersihda Dyer

Please inform the church office of
any birthday or anniversary addi-
tions or corrections.

January Communion
Preparer:
Carol Collett
Servers:
Carol Collett, Cindy Dorrell,
Bob Stull & Judy Septer
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9:15 am Sunday School | 7:00 pm Discipleship 7:00 pm Deacons Mtg. 4:00 pm Community 10:00 am Prayer Mtg. 10:00 am Upton Family
10:30 am Worship Team Mtg. Action / F.H. 6:30 pm Young Adults in Fell. Hall
& Communion 6:00 pm Praise Team Home Group
Practice @ Stoops’
6:45 pm BYG 7:30 pm Seekers Circle
10 11 12 13 14 15 16
9:15 am Sunday School 7:00 pm Missions 4:30 pm Finance Mtg. 4:00 pm Community 10:00 am Prayer Mtg.
10:30 am Worship Team Mtg. 7:00 pm Worship Action / F.H. ??  Rebecca Circle
6:30 pm Financial Team Mtg. 6:00 pm Praise Team 5:30 pm F.U.T.U.R.E.
Peace Univ. Practice
6:45 pm BYG
17 18 19 20 21 22 23
9:15 am Sunday School 6:00 pm Trustees Mtg. 4:00 pm Community 10:00 am Prayer Mtg.
10:30 am Worship 7:00 pm Leadership Action / F.H. 6:30 pm Young Adults
6:30 pm Financial Team Mtg. 6:00 pm Praise Team Home Group
Peace Univ. Practice @ Stoops’
6:45 pm BYG
24 25 26 27 28 29 30
9:15 am Sunday School |12:00 pm Newsletter 7:00 pm Qutreach 4:00 pm Community 10:00 am Prayer Mtg.
10:30 am Worship Deadline Team Mtg. Action / F. H. 5:30 pm F.U.T.U.R.E.
12:00 pm Business Mtg. 6:00 pm Praise Team
w/ Potluck Practice
3:00 pm Explorer Post 6:45 pm BYG
in Fell. Hall
6:30 pm Financial
Peace Univ.
31
9:15 am Sunday School
10:30 am Worship |
6:30 pm Financial |
Peace Univ. ‘




