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When asked why they don’t go to church, 
many unchurched in our country answer the 
same things.  They say that church is stuffy, 
judgmental, and fake.  People put on plastic 
smiles, sit quietly, and then go about their 
lives.  Most of all, it’s boring.  And 
unchurched people don’t just say that about 
church, they say it about Christians.  Of 
course we’re all boring; after all, we can’t 
do anything fun.  It’s against the rules.   
 
That’s not true, is it?  Is it?  Sometimes I start 
to think that we are a boring lot.  Somehow 
we have taken the adventure out of being a 
Christian.  
 
But let’s look at the story of Scripture.  God 
created all that we see; even us.  And He 
was so excited about us that He said that all 
He made was “good”.  (When God says 
something is good, it’s far from boring.) 
 
And what an adventure it must have been to 
be in the Garden of Eden; walking and talk-
ing with God, and hanging out with the ani-
mals.  Then because of a talking snake, the 
first people disobeyed and the whole world 
changed.  This is not boring stuff. 
 
Through the rest of the Old Testament, peo-
ple tried to follow God and stay in His fa-
vor; through war, miracles, and all sorts of 
craziness.  (A donkey even talked one day.) 
 
And here comes the climax:  Jesus came as 
God in the flesh.  He challenged the bore-
dom of religion and the supposed “life” that 

people live without Him.  He told cryptic sto-
ries, healed people, hung out with bad peo-
ple, argued with the good people, rioted in 
the Temple, and then was killed for it.  Noth-
ing in His 33 short years was boring.  He was 
surrounded by excitement.  (Even His birth 
was exciting.) 
 
Then He rose from the dead and changed the 
world He had created. 
 
How in the world could we be boring if this is 
the God we serve?  Ancient Celtic Christians 
called God The Wild Goose; explaining that 
He is neither tamed nor tamable.  C.S. Lewis’ 
representation of Jesus was a lion named 
Aslan, who was described as far from tame; 
but good. 
 
It’s about time we start to chase the Wild 
Goose.  We think of a wild goose chase as a 
vain chase that leads nowhere.  But this Wild 
Goose will lead us on an adventure that is 
unrivaled without Him.   
 
Our God is not boring, no matter how hard 
we try to tame Him.  Instead of clipping the 
Wild Goose’s feathers, let’s go after Him.  I’m 
tired of being boring.  I’m tired of worrying 
about security and comfort.  Adventure isn’t 
easy, isn’t always popular, and goes against 
our instincts.  But let’s get off the couch and 
go anyway.  Throw caution to the wind and 
trust the Wild Goose.   

Bored... 



                             
  

 

                   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
      MAY NURSERY WORKERS 
       Babies    Toddlers            Preschool 

 1st       Sheryl    Melissa   Carolyn 

 

  8th          Diana          Judy                    Mary 

                                     Kayleigh            Allivia 

 

15th          Lindsey       Tena                   Beth  

 

22nd         Judy             Sheryl                Deb 

                 Kayleigh      Brittanie 

 

29th          Deb              Mersihda           Diana 

                                      Kenzie               Maxie 

QUARTERLY BUSINESS MEETING 
Sunday, May 1 

 
A carry-in luncheon will be held 

right after the worship service with 
the meeting following the meal. 

 
Please plan on attending and bring 
a couple of dishes of food to share 

with everyone. 

=================== 
 

FOREST LAKE RUMMAGE SALE 
May 5, 6 & 7 

Proceeds from the sale will go toward finishing up Pine Cabin  

and carpet for the caretaker’s home. 

Anyone willing to work any of these days should notify Sheila Butler at 641-777-4741. 

On Sunday, May 29, we will be honoring 

our graduates during the Worship Service. 

We would like to extend 

our congratulations to 

Dakota Latcham who 

will be graduating from 

Wisdom Quest. 

Congratulations to  
Mark & Jana Crull  

 who were married April 9, 2011.  

          ===================== 

 

           Hayden Jacob Stoops  

was born to Rev. Regan & Katie Stoops  

             Thursday, April 14.  

          He weighed 8 lbs., 13 oz.  

                        and was 19.5 inches long. 

Big brothers Carson & Jackson eagerly welcomed 

him home. 

 

 

                     ======================= 

Vacation Bible School 

will beé 

June 27 ï July 1 

From 6:00 ï 8:30 p.m. 
 

If you are interested in helping or 

learning more about VBS let Ka-

tie know! (385-3573) 

 

We look forward to another 

fun-filled, life-changing 

week!! 

Join us!!!   

Come, Have Fun, 

Learn and Meet New Friends  

at  

CHILDRENõS DAY 
Forest Lake Camp 

April 30, 2011  

9:30amñ3:30pm 

For Kids (Parents Welcome)  

4 yr ñpreschool thru 6th grade  

 

SKITS, GAMES, CANOEING,  

MUSIC, LUNCH AND FUN!!!!  

 

Volunteers are needed to help with 

lunch, cookies for snacks, canoeing  

and games.   

If children would like to help with the 

skits please bring a biblical costume, 

such as: old bathrobes and pillow cases  

or towels for head gear.  

 

To let us know how many are coming or 

to volunteer or for any questions;  

please contact  

Daryl Cox 641 -872 -2529  

Nancy Jacobsen 641 -872 -2083  
 



 

 
 

News 
ñ-   HERE   AND   THERE   ñ- 

 Ever wonder what is happening at Forest Lake 

& Conference Center?  Post-um Notes is 

Published periodically by Mid-America Baptist 

Churches.  This is  available by  e-mail from     

                 bill-rath@iowatelecom.net. 

       Printed copies are also available in the foyer. 

 

 A letter from Rev. Tomas H Tellex, Interna-

tional Affairs in Managua, Nicaragua, writes ñWe 

thank God that 104 nurses graduated in different 

levels of nursing education.  This is continuing the 

healing ministry that our Lord Jesus Christ taught 

His disciples to carry out.  Thank you for  sharing 

with us in this important ministry.ò  Each  month 

the 4th Sunday School offering is sent for 

ñNurses in Nicaraguaò scholarships. 

 

 To date 5 cartons of used pill bottles have been 

sent to Haiti.  Also, 3 cartons of used eye glasses 

were sent to Cap Haitian Eye Clinic.  Last year 

6025 patients were treated.  ñThe water purifiers 

have brought much hope to us allò expressed by 

Nzunga and Kihomi.  ñWe are so grateful to all of 

you for your interest and support.ò 

 

 Bethel Neighborhood Center in Kansas City, 

KS is ñhere to offer a renewed sense of hope.ò 

Founded in 1911 Bethel worked with people from 

15 European groups.  Although the ethnic groups 

change from time to time, needs remain constant. 

Throughout 2011 this 100th anniversary will be  

celebrated in different ways.   

 

 Area III American Baptist Ministries Spring 

Rally  met at Forest Lake Camp.  Attending from 

our church were Sheryl Cook, Marj Burden, Suzette 

Wilkins, Ruth Ann McKeehan, and Ellen Donnolly.     

 

   

 

 JUDSON University (Elgin IL) hosted its 

first annual World Leaders Forum in April.  The 

Keynote speaker for this first event was George 

W. Bush, the 43rd President of the United 

States. President Bush spoke on ñFree Enter-

prise ð The Dream of All Free Peopleò and 

engaged the audience through a moderated 

Q@A session following his talk.   This event 

also featured several successful entrepreneurs 

with ideas for inspiring and motivating new 

business leaders for the future.   

 

 Christian Community Credit Union, the 

Credit Union that gives to American Baptist  

missions,  plans to support nine International  

Missionaries serving Latin America.  They are: 

  Gary & Mylinda Baits, Santa Cruz, Costa Rica 

  Ann & Borquist, Belo Horizonte, Brazil 

  Kim Kushner, San Salvador, El Salvador 

  Patti & Tim Long, Tijuana, Mexico 

  Corenne & Philip Smith, Campinas, Brazil. 

They serve in Theological Education, Economic 

Development, Economic Development.  This 

Announcement was made at the CCCU annual 

meeting by Pres. John Walling, Buena Park, CA. 

 

 Don Bramschreiber, FBC Ottumwa, was 

named M-ABMenôs Layman of the Year. 

Don was baptized as an adult at Forest Lake.  He  

retired from Southern Prairie Area Educational  

Agency where he served as Regional Director of 

Special Education.  He is currently chairman of 

Forest Lake ministry.   Many are his way of  

serving ð moderator, SS teacher, mental health  

care, interim pastor, foster care review board, 

Mars Hill Log Church board, and others. 

 

   

What an amazing time at Dare 2 
Share!!  This year we took 25 teens, 
7 adults, and 1 baby to Chicago for 
training in sharing our faith, and it 

was phenomenal!   We had kids who 
made a commitment to Christ for the 
first time, and many who are refueled 

for THE Cause. 
 

Thanks to our church family who sup-
ported our youth for this trip. 



 

 

 
 

 May Birthdays 
 David Bale        7 

 Warren Messer      7 

 Khamphou Medina    10 

 Hailey Gevock     11 

 Lotty Crull       14 

 Tena Scarbrough     16 

 Dean King      19 

 Bob Stull         24 

 Richard Dorothy     29 

 Kaitlyn Kelly       30   
   

 

 May Anniversaries  
 Dwain & Carol Collett      7 

     Michael & Maxie Bagles        19  

 Dave & Deb Howard     20 

 Larry & RuthAnn McKeehan   20 

 Neil & Linda Hunsaker    22 

 Dean & Mary King     27 

 John & Mary Riley      29 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

May Communion 
 Preparer: Carol Collett 

 Servers:  Bob Messer & Ted Ogier 

             

Please inform the church office of 
any birthday or anniversary  

additions or corrections.  

May 2011  
Sun  Mon  Tue  Wed  Thu  Fri  Sat  

1 
   9:15 am Sunday School 
10:30 am Worship & 
                   Communion  
12:00 pm Business Mtg. 
                   & Carry-in 
                   Luncheon 
  6:30 pm Financial  
                   Peace Univ. 

2 
  6:00 pm Praise Team 
                   Practice 
  7:00 pm Reach Team 
  7:00 pm Discipleship  
                   Team Mtg. 

3 
10:00 am Coffee Hour 
11:30 am Ladies Lunch 
                 @ Jerryôs 
  7:00 pm Deacons Mtg. 
 

4 
  6:45 pm BYG 

5 

10:00 am Prayer Mtg. 
  7:00 pm Seekers Circle 
 
 
 
 
 
                                   Forest  

6 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Lake Camp  - Rummage 

7 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sale 

8      
   
 
  9:15 am Sunday School 
10:30 am Worship  
  6:30 pm Financial  
                  Peace Univ. 

9 
  6:00 pm Praise Team 
                   Practice 
  7:00 pm Reach Team 
  7:00 pm Missions Team 
                   Mtg.  

10 
10:00 am Coffee Hour 
 5:00 pm Finance Comm. 
                  Mtg.  
 

11 
    6:45 pm BYG 

12 
10:00 am Prayer Mtg. 
  5:30 pm F.U.T.U.R.E. 

13 
 
 
 
 
 
Phelps/Upton Rehearsal 
& Dinner  

14 
4:00 pm  Alex Phelps/  
                  Kaysee Upton  
                  Wedding 

15 
   9:15 am Sunday School 
10:30 am Worship  
   6:30 pm Financial  
                   Peace Univ. 

16 
  6:00 pm Praise Team 
                   Practice 
   7:00 pm Reach Team 

17 
10:00 am Coffee Hour 
 6:00 pm Trustees Mtg.  
 7:00 pm Leadership 
                  Team Mtg. 

18 
   7:00 pm Baccalaureate 
                   @ MPCHS 
 
 

19 
10:00 am Prayer Mtg. 
  7:00 pm Link Circle  

20 21 
Gillispie Graduation  
Party in the Fellowship  
Hall  

22 
   9:15 am Sunday School 
10:30 am Worship  
  6:30 pm Financial  
                  Peace Univ. 

23 
12:00 pm Newsletter 
                   Deadline 
  6:00 pm Praise Team 
                   Practice 
   7:00 pm Reach Team 

24 
10:00 am Coffee Hour 
 7:00 pm Outreach Team 
                  Mtg.  

25 
   6:45 pm BYG 
   

26 
10:00 am Prayer Mtg. 
  5:30 pm F.U.T.U.R.E. 

27 28 
4:00 pm Medina Gradua - 
                 tion Party in  
                 the Fellowship 
                 Hall  

29 
   9:15 am Sunday School 
10:30 am Worship /  
                   Graduates 
                   Honored    
  6:30 pm Financial  
                   Peace Univ. 
 

30   MEMORIAL DAY   
Office Closed 

31 
10:00 am Coffee Hour 

    


